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“I think everyone roots for
the underdog”  - Johnny Knoxville



After his girlfriend kicks him
out of the apartment...



Luke Scott enters an all night
hack-a-thon. But on...



the way home he falls asleep 
at the wheel and crashes into
a tropical goldfish store... 



prompting a creative judge to
sentence him to carry a
goldfish with a GPS tracker... 



for 30 days or else it’s a one
way ticket to the slammer... 



which starts our story. 



LOGLINE:  After crashing into a fish store, a maintenance aide must carry a GPS-tracked goldfish
for 30 days—or go to jail.

GENRE:  Romantic Comedy/Drama/Sci-Fi

SYNOPSIS:  Luke Scott is a brilliant coder stuck working as a maintenance aide in Richmond, California. His
life takes a nosedive when he comes home to find his girlfriend, Sha’relle, cheating on him with an aspiring
MMA fighter. After an ugly argument, Luke gets kicked out of their apartment with nowhere to go.

Frustrated and aimless, he enters an all-night hackathon in Oakland, hoping to turn things around. He codes
like a man possessed—and though he does well, exhaustion wins. On the way home, he falls asleep at the
wheel and crashes into a tropical fish store.

The next day, Luke wakes up in the hospital and is swiftly dragged into court. Instead of jail, the judge hands
down an unusual sentence: he must carry a GPS-tracked goldfish named R.O.G.E.R., a prototype from local
tech startup Nanotech, for 30 days. If the fish dies, Luke goes to jail.

Outside court, Luke stops a purse snatcher but gets mistaken as an accomplice by Penny Houston—who
storms off, unaware Luke just saved her. Penny works at Nanotech and is fending off unwanted advances from
her boss, Clarkson Miller, who invites her to an 80s-themed office party with ulterior motives.

Meanwhile, Luke’s night spirals. After drowning his sorrows at a bar (soon closing for Nanotech’s party), he
returns for his forgotten keys—only to crash the event. He reconnects with Penny, and sparks fly, much to
Clarkson’s jealousy.

When Clarkson orders his security to throw Luke out, a scuffle erupts. In the chaos, R.O.G.E.R. is hurled off
the balcony—dead on impact. The police arrive, and Clarkson pins the blame on Luke, landing him in jail.

But Penny isn’t fooled. With Jackie’s help, she collects video proof exposing Clarkson’s lies. The next day,
Penny shows the footage to Nanotech’s board, leading to Clarkson’s firing. Luke is released—and Penny brings
even better news: he won the hackathon, and Nanotech wants to hire him.

Sometimes, you have to hit bottom to swim your way back to the top.



The Antagonists 

The Protagonists 

Luke Scott

Sha’relle Wright Clarkson Miller

Penelope “Penny” Thompson Jackie Wang

Bobby “The Cleaner” Santos The Minons

Uncle Jimmy

Luke Scott is an aspiring
computer programmer
stuck in a dead end job as a
maintenance aide. After he
catches his girlfriend
Sha’relle Wright cheating
with Bobby ‘the Cleaner’
Santos he attends a all
night hack-a-thon. Although
he does well he leaves
dead on feet, falls asleep at
the wheel, and crashes into
a tropical goldfish store. 

Penny Thompson is Jr.
Programmer leading the
new patch update for
Nanotech’s new internal
GPS product. Although
she’s great in her role, she
wonders if there’s more 
to life than eight dollar
lattes and the shallow
entitled corporate culture
that she experiences on 
a daily basis. 

Jackie Wang is also a Jr.
Programmer at Nanotech
Systems and Penny
Thompson’s best friend.
Jackie is rarely seen without
her phone or enjoying the life
Nanotech affords her even if
it means looking past some
obvious character flaws of
the company and those who
work there. 

Uncle Jimmy is Luke’s boss
and only living family
member. Once an all- star
linebacker at North
Richmond High, Jimmy’s
physical feats now center
on devouring whatever
delectable foods come his
way. Jimmy is 100% no
nonsense but his good
heart is why Luke and his
workers respect him. 

Sha’relle hails from
Richmond, CA, the only
place she’s been and the
only place she knows. She
met Luke after her mother
mentioned she needed to
find a “nice guy with a
good job” so that’s what
she did. Despite the
steadiness of their
relationship, Sha’relle
craves excitement and
she’s determined to find it
by any means necessary. 

Clarkson Miller is acting
CEO of Nanotech Systems
and a total prick. Born into
an affluent family and
raised in the hills of Los
Altos, Clarkson no stranger
to his designer jeans and
tailored dress shirts.
Clarkson feels he is superior
to those who work under
him. He enjoys attending
Nanotech’s parties as ways
to bag as many girls looking
for career advancement. 

Bobby Santos is dim witted
hooligan with dreams of
becoming an MMA
superstar. He adopts the
name “The Cleaner” after
Luke insults him saying he
resembles the cleaning
product - Mr. Clean. After
meeting Sha’relle at the
swap-meet Bobby sweeps
her off her feet promising
her riches and all of the
excitement she can handle. 

The Minions (Ren and Den)
are Clarkson’s #1 and #2
special assistants who are
always vying for the number
one spot. To them Clarkson
is the next coming of
Zuckerberg and they fight to
the death to be his “number
two”. Wherever Clarkson is
spotted you can see the
minions following behind
with a tablet and or
cellphone in hand. 



AUDIENCE & COMPS 

CONFLICTS & STAKES

I love films that are technically sound but don’t take themselves too seriously. A few examples of
this are Dope (2015), Blindspotting (2018), and Clueless (1995). In each of these films, the pacing
is tight, the filmmaking is stylish and confident, and the acting feels authentic. As a viewer, you’re
able to sit back, relax, and fully enjoy the ride—and to me, that’s great filmmaking.

That’s exactly the goal for R.O.G.E.R. & Me: I want audiences to meet these characters, fall into their
rhythms, and feel invited into their world. We’re creating a light, uplifting experience. No violence,
no heavy drama, no political overtones. I believe people go to the movies to escape life’s heaviness
—and in this film, we’re focusing on bright, fun, feel-good imagery that leaves you smiling as you
walk out of the theater.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Urban millennials/Gen Z, indie comedy fans.

  ✅ Luke vs. Himself – internal struggle between his wasted potential and desire to prove himself; battling
self-doubt and immaturity

 ✅ Luke vs. Circumstances – forced to care for a fragile goldfish or face jail; juggling a bizarre responsibility
while homeless, jobless, and heartbroken

 ✅ Luke vs. Clarkson – external antagonist; Clarkson tries to sabotage Luke personally and professionally (at
the party, at Nanotech)

 ✅ Luke vs. Society’s expectations – pressure from family, Penny, and others to “grow up,” be responsible,
make something of his life

 ✅ Penny vs. Clarkson – Penny navigating workplace power dynamics, harassment, and standing up to
Clarkson’s authority 



WHY THIS FILM? 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

R.O.G.E.R. & Me is a story we don’t see enough of: a funny, uplifting, urban comedy that isn’t about
trauma or violence. It’s a love letter to underdogs, dreamers, and everyday people trying to get unstuck
from life’s messiness.

It’s set in Richmond, CA, but its themes are universal—about redemption, second chances, and proving
your worth when no one’s looking.

And at its core, it’s just fun. A guy trying to keep a goldfish alive for 30 days? That’s absurd, hopeful,
and human all at once.

I want to make a film that audiences can enjoy without heavy baggage. Something light, heartfelt, and
funny, with characters you want to root for. A story where you walk out smiling, feeling like maybe you
can swim your way back from rock bottom.

In 2018, my life stalled. I’d just broken up with my girlfriend, and my film career had ground to
a halt. One day, feeling lost, I wandered into a tropical fish store and locked eyes with a
telescope goldfish. For four bucks, I took him home. That night, while watching A View to a Kill,
I named him Roger—after Roger Moore.

Over the next few months, Roger became my tiny lifeline. Every morning, he stared at me like a
little coach, pushing me to keep going. And slowly, things got better. Then one day, I woke up
to find him floating. I’d done everything right, but he was gone. I buried him in the woods and
promised I’d honor his name.

When I got home, I wrote the outline for R.O.G.E.R. & Me.
This film is my love letter to underdogs. It’s about responsibility, redemption, and finding hope
in unexpected places—even at the bottom of a fishbowl



Jayson Johnson earned his M.A. in Film Production from Eastern Illinois University before landing a pivotal role
with legendary director Francis Ford Coppola. After four years producing successful wine and food projects for
Coppola’s brands, Jayson took the director’s advice to “go out and become famous” by forging his path as an
independent filmmaker.

Since then, Jayson has written, directed, and produced award-winning content for Discovery Networks, ABC,
Amazon, Netflix, and other top brands. As founder of Strike Five Films, he has directed nine short films selected by
90 film festivals worldwide, winning six awards. His work has been featured in multiple publications, and he’s
shared his filmmaking journey on over 50 film podcasts.

Jayson currently works full-time as a writer, director, and producer with Strike Five Films, dedicated to telling
bold, character-driven stories that center underrepresented voices.

THANK YOU!

strikefivefilms.com


